March 1, 2022

Principal’s Message,
We have almost made it! Spring is just around the corner and we
couldn’t be more excited! Andrew staff and students have just
wrapped up a very successful February and we look forward to
growing in March.
Over the past month we hosted virtual Parent/Teacher Interviews,
had fun with Valentine’s Day, focused on random acts of kindness,
and finished the month with Pink Shirt Day. Be sure to check out our
school website for photos from all our fantastic activities at
www.andrewschool.ca/school-activities.
Parents and guardians may have received some important mail from Alberta Education in the last
week. Every year, Alberta Education collects information from families in their Assurance Survey.
This is an important survey to complete as it helps Andrew School identify the things we are doing
really well and the areas we need to enhance. Data collected from this survey is also shared with
our Board of Trustees in the fall. In order to have this very important information shared with us
from Alberta Education, we need more than six respondents. In the past two years, we have not
had enough parent/guardian respondents to have data released. So I would ask a huge favour that
when you receive this information, please complete the survey. All students in grade 4, 5, and 6 will
complete the Assurance Survey at school, along with teachers. If you have any questions or
concerns please contact the school at 780-365-3501.
I would like to invite all parents and guardians to attend our virtual School Council meeting on
Thursday, March 17 at 6:30pm. This is a great forum to discuss school-related issues and topics and
learn how you support our school community.
Finally, I would like to remind all parents and guardians that we do our best to provide all relevant
information about school-related topics on our website. From school closure days to different
weekly activities, this is your best opportunity to know what’s happening at the school. Take time
on Sunday’s to check in on what’s happening the week ahead.
Melissa Kerr
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March 1: National Pancake Day
March 2: Early dismissal
March 4: Professional Learning Day (schools closed to students)
March 7: Swimming Lessons
March 8: International Women’s Day
March 9: Swimming Lessons
March 11: Theme Day - Country Wear Day
March 14: Schools start considering non-resident registrations
March 14: Pi Day
March 14-18: Week of Inspirational Math
March 18: Theme Day - Crazy Hair Day
March 18: Term 2 report cards are live on PowerSchool Portal
March 21: World Poetry Day
March 23: Swimming Lessons
March 25: Day-in-lieu for parent-teacher interviews (all schools closed)
March 28 to April 1: spring break (all schools closed)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Measuring Success: Complete this year’s Alberta Education Assurance Survey
Once again, Alberta Education is surveying teachers, students and families through its annual
Alberta Education Assurance (AEA) Survey. The survey acts as an annual check-up on the
province’s education system. Every year, Alberta Education conducts the survey to gather
information about the quality of education provided by Alberta schools and school authorities.

The survey looks at various measures such as education quality, citizenship, family involvement,
engagement levels, school climate and student wellness.
Throughout March, Grade 4, 5, and 6 students and teachers at Andrew School are completing the
survey online at the school. Student participation is voluntary and completely anonymous.
Students are assigned a random username and password to ensure survey responses aren’t linked
to any individual student. The survey doesn’t take long to complete and is done within the school
day during regular class time.
Additionally, parents and guardians of students in grades 4, 7 and 10 are also asked to take a survey,
either online or by mail. Alberta Education will send families information about the survey directly.
As with the student and teacher survey, it’s anonymous and asks questions about your school
experiences. If you have a child in grades 4, 7 or 10, we encourage you to participate. The survey
deadline is March 25, 2022.
Results from the AEA Survey are provided to Elk Island Public Schools each spring. The Division
then uses the data to inform its four-year education plan, school education plans and strategies for
continuous improvement. Each fall, the results are also shared with EIPS families and school
communities in the Division’s Annual Education Results Report.
RELATED INFORMATION
● AEA Survey: Parent letter
● AEA Survey: Methodology for rate calculation
● Assurance and Accountability: Alberta’s K-12 education system
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Have your say! The 2022 EIPS Parent Survey Opens March 14-27
Elk Island Public Schools (EIPS) wants to hear from you. Make sure to complete the 2022 EIPS
Parent Survey—open from March 14-27.
Annually, EIPS conducts a parent survey to gauge its progress toward meeting the goals and
priorities outlined in its Four-Year Education Plan. Families are asked a series of questions about
their experiences with EIPS and the school their child attends, the overall performance of the
Division, the quality of education being provided to students and areas for improvement. The
survey feedback helps the Division develop new strategies to better serve students and the wider
community.
● Visit www.eips.ca to take the survey: March 14-27

NOTE: The survey is anonymous and only takes a few minutes to complete. If you want to share the
experience of more than one child attending an EIPS school, simply complete the survey again.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Counsellor’s Corner
Supports for Parents in Lamont County
Alberta Health Services | Children, Youth and Families Addiction and Mental Health in
collaboration with The Mental Health Foundation are offering to parents and caregivers of
children and youth FREE online programming. Sessions are offered online through Zoom
conferencing where the link is emailed to registered participants. To see which sessions are being
offered in the “Caregiver Sessions,” “Drop-In Parenting Series,” and “Lunch and Learn Webinars”
click on the following link:
CYF Caregiver Education Newsletter - March 2022.pdf
●

Free Counselling Support for Rural Albertans
City University in Edmonton (http://www.cityuclinic.ca/) is offering FREE virtual counselling
sessions remotely to new clients across Alberta using secure video conferencing (telepsychology).
Use the following hyperlink to access more information and request an appointment:
City U Edmonton Counselling Clinic
An alternative to attending counselling sessions is a safe, inclusive,
online community, where people support each other anonymously to
improve mental health and wellbeing, called, Togetherall
(https://togetherall.com). Watch a 60 second video to get an
understanding of how Togetherall can help you or someone you love.
Working with AHS, Rural Mental Health Network, Healthy Campus
Alberta, and CMHA Alberta.
This past February we have been focussing on the Pink Shirt Day’s theme, “Lift Each Other Up!”
Reading the story, ''I Can’t Do That Yet” led us to showing ourselves kindness while colouring
affirming statements (such as “I am loved”), and writing on the white board one self-affirmation, “I
am…”. This Pink Shirt day’s follow-up activity had us personally experience how “We rise by lifting
others'' - Robert Ingersoll.

Finger Touch Affirmations are used with a controlled breath while touching each of your four
fingers with the thumb (using both hands as shown in the poster) as you state each word or
word-grouping.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Kindergarten Registration is Now Open!
Is your child turning five on or before Dec. 31, 2022? If so, it’s now time to register for kindergarten.
To register, simply complete the online registration form at eips.ca/kindergarten.
To help families prepare, Elk Island Public Schools has put together an online EIPS Kindergarten
Tool kit to make the transition as smooth as possible. The kit includes information on registration,
important dates, programming options, what to expect, eligibility, how to find your designated
school, transportation and more.
Additional information regarding Andrew School’s kindergarten program is available at
www.andrewschool.ca.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Looking for Staff Contact Information?
We’ve recently made changes to how families can contact Andrew School staff.
If you’d like to reach out to your child’s teacher directly, simply log in to your PowerSchool Parent
Portal account. From the Grades and Attendance page, you can click on the name of any of your
child’s teachers to email them directly.
To connect with school administration and main office staff, refer to the online contact form to
send an email to the applicable person directly. From the online contact form, you can also send an
email to the school to report your child’s absence.
If you’re having trouble with your PowerSchool account, contact the school office. And, of course,
we’re always just a phone call away if you have questions or need assistance, 780-365-3501.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Look at How Andrew School is Achieving its Goals!
● See below for all the great things Andrew School has been doing!

See below for Lamont County Programming
● Connection Cafe
● Cooking with Your Littles

